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Emond Montgomery Publications is pleased to announce the publication of a dynamic new student text —
Media Law for Canadian Journalists by Dean Jobb.

In a straightforward and compelling manner, Professor Jobb sets out the key components of media law and ethics that
are required by both aspiring and working Canadian journalists. This new text is suitable for print and broadcast jour-
nalism courses. It is written in clear, no-nonsense language for those exposed to legal concepts for the first time. It is
the first Canadian text of its kind.

  ISBN 1-55239-093-4/ November 2005 / Softcover / 400 pages approx. / Student price $55
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Dean Jobb is an assistant pro-
fessor of journalism at the Univer-
sity of King’s College School of
Journalism in Halifax, where he
teaches media law, investigative
journalism, and newspaper re-
porting and editing. A former
reporter and editor for the Halifax
Chronicle-Herald, he is a three-
time winner of the Atlantic Jour-
nalism Award and received the
Canadian Bar Association’s
Justicia Award for legal journal-
ism in 2000. He has conducted
numerous workshops for journal-
ists on media law issues, legal
reporting, and the use of freedom
of information laws. Dean is the
author of The Acadians: A
People’s Story of Exile and Tri-
umph (John Wiley & Sons, 2005)
and Calculated Risk: Greed,
Politics and the Westray Tragedy
(Nimbus Publishing, 1994).

FEATURES

• Provides the essentials about the Canadian justice system, and
discusses the structure of numerous Canadian courts and tribunals.

• Includes abundant examples of real-world legal situations journalists
will find themselves having to address.

• Uses a simple and direct writing style, combined with numerous historic
and current cases, scenarios, and legal precedents.

• Outlines a pro-active model of media law stressing how to publish
while staying out of legal trouble.

• Examines freedom of expression and the Charter.

• Offers important tips on reporting criminal cases, and some of the
pitfalls to avoid (double-checking facts and quotations, presenting both
sides of the story, avoiding sensationalism and distortion, reporting
prior convictions, and much more!)

• Presents material in a manner that makes students aware of their
rights, and the legal limitations in this profession.

• Includes the websites of many online legal resources.

• Matches, with full congruency, the educational objectives of
journalism/media law and ethics courses.

• Provides students with a resource that they will use well beyond the
classroom.

• Includes a detailed index and glossary of terms.
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PART I
OPEN JUSTICE

Chapter 1
Justice System 101

• The Rule of Law

• Sources of Canadian Law

• Structure of the Courts

• The Courtroom

• Canada’s Justice System:
A Summary

Chapter 2
Understanding Criminal and Civil Law

• The Criminal Law

• Procedure in Criminal Cases

• The Civil Law

• Procedure in the Civil Courts

• Criminal and Civil Law:
A Summary

Chapter 3
Freedom of Expression in Canada

• “An Unshackled Press”

• The Courts and Freedom of
Expression

• Open Courts

• Freedom of Expression:
A Summary

Chapter 4
Covering the Criminal Courts

• The Media and Public Perceptions
of Justice

• Reporting on the Justice System

• Dealing with the Players

PART II
RESTRICTIONS ON MEDIA COVERAGE
IN THE COURTS

Chapter 5
Contempt of Court

• Understanding Contempt of Court

• Sub Judice Contempt in Criminal
Cases: Assessing the Risks

• Criticism of the Courts: Assessing
the Risks

• Sub Judice Contempt in Civil
Cases: Assessing the Risks

• Contempt of Court: A Summary

Chapter 6
Publication Bans in Criminal and
Youth Cases

• The Rationale for Publication Bans

• Statutory Bans

• Non-Statutory Bans

• Enforcement of Publication Bans

• Criminal and Youth Court
Publication Bans: A Summary

Chapter 7
Publication Bans in Other Proceedings

• Bans in Civil Cases

• Bans Under Federal Statutes

• Bans Under Provincial and
Territorial Statutes

Chapter 8
Access to Hearings and Documents

• Access to Justice

• Restrictions on Access to the
Courts

• Media Access Rules

• Access to Court Files and
Documents

• Access to Other Proceedings

• Access to Hearings and
Documents: A Summary

PART III
JOURNALISTS AND THE LAW

Chapter 9
Defamation: Getting the Story
Without Getting Sued

• Understanding Defamation

• The Plaintiff’s Case

• The Media’s Defences

• Criminal Libel

• Libel-Proofing the Story

Chapter 10
Restrictions on Reporting and
Publishing the News

• Protecting Sources

• Invasion of Privacy

• Legal Restrictions on
Newsgathering and Publishing
Information

• Legal Restrictions on Publishing
Information

• Police Powers

Chapter 11
Using Freedom of Information Laws

• Access Laws: An Overview

• The Federal Access to Information
Act

• Provincial and Municipal Freedom
of Information Laws

• American Access Laws

PART IV
INTERNET LAW AND ETHICAL ISSUES

Chapter 12
The Law and Writing Online

• The Legal Challenges of the
Internet

• Online Defamation

• Publication Bans and the Internet

• Obscenity and Child Pornography
on the Internet

• Copyright Issues

Chapter 13
Ethics, Copyright, and Professional
Responsibility

• Dealing with Sources

• Telling the Truth

• Respecting Copyright

• To Print or Not To Print?

• Drawing the Line

• Ethics and Professional
Responsibility: A Copyright
Summary

Glossary

Index
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